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OUR VISION

A united community bridging cutting edge

research with world class cancer care.
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Over 40% of the population will be diagnosed with
cancer in their lifetime. Thankfully, because of
research, we now better understand the actions of
cancer and ways to protect ourselves from the disease.
We also have enhanced diagnostics that can detect the
disease earlier and more accurately. Year after year we
see improvements in the treatments available, and as
a result, mortality rates for all cancers combined
continue to decline. Today 60% of people diagnosed
with cancer will survive 5 years or longer. But for the
other 40%, we need to do better.

Research outcomes have a global benefit, but there
are additional impacts felt when research is funded
locally. Research brings cutting-edge infrastructure to
the community, delivers the latest innovative
treatments to local patients, elevates knowledge of all
healthcare providers, and attracts and retains the
brightest professionals. Data shows that patients
treated in institutions with active research programs
have improved outcomes. Research saves lives.

The Windsor Cancer Research Group (WCRG) strives to
enable researchers to advance bright ideas and work
together to find new and innovative solutions in the
areas of cancer prevention, detection, diagnosis and
treatment. We also aim to support our community
through their cancer journey by improving survivorship
and educating and empowering patients and their
families. This Impact Report highlights some of our
successes and key initiatives of 2017.



THE NUMBERS- 2017

WCRG members are involved in building a dynamic cancer research environment in the Windsor-Essex region. Their
contributions are important to the continued growth of WCRG and significant to the success of cancer research programs in our
community. A general overview of our 2017 progress is illustrated below.
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155

Grants over $25,000 were
awarded from the following
funding agencies:

Active Collaborators

Cancer grants

17

These grants focus on basic
sciences, translational, clinical,
and quality of life research .

* Metrics are the outcomes of the 23 Core Members. -
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The number of collaborators
continues to increase,
almost doubling from 2016.
Collaborators come from a
variety of disciplines,
organizations and
institutions.

Trainees are affiliated with
the University of Windsor
and the Schulich School of
Medicine and Dentistry and
include Post-doctoral
Fellows, Residents, Graduate
and Undergraduate
students.

Canadian Institutes of
Health Research
Canadian Cancer Society
Research Institute
Windsor Cancer Centre
Foundation, Seeds4Hope

local researchers who are active in the cancer field (Pl/Co-applicant) on cancer

grants/clinical trials, publish in the cancer field, hold an academic appointment AND have contributed significantly to WCRG.



PUBLICATIONS

In 2017, core members produced 22 cancer research peer-reviewed publications, proceedings and books.

Highlighted are a small sample of the journals where publications can be found and include collaborators from computer
science, biological sciences, psychology, chemistry and biochemistry, physics, diagnostic imaging, medical oncology, radiation

oncology, engineering and social work.
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BUILDING COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH

WCRG is focused on activities and events that build collaborative cancer research networks. In 2017, we
continued to grow our membership, facilitated UWindsor Adjunct Appointments for our clinical members,
established a clinical research portal and continued to grow our Peer Review Panel. Our newsletter, WCRG
Matters, is circulated throughout the year to keep our members engaged and informed.
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WCRG Membership Peer Review Committee ‘WCRG Matters’ Member Newsletters
* 360 Members * 19 grants reviewed * 6issues
* 23 Core Members ¢ Disease sites: colorectal, » Shares member successes
= 137 Student Members melanoma,cljung,ltfrtleast, b:aln, * Enhances communication
= 35 |nstitutions/Organizations prostate and multiple myeloma

Select Researcher Recognitions
Dr. Dora Cavallo-Medved, Ontario Confederation of University Faculty Associations (OCUFA) Teaching Award.
Dr. Sindu Kanjeekal honoured by the India-Canada Association for her contribution to the community.

Dr. Lisa Porter, University of Windsor, Faculty of Science 2017 Graduate Student Mentoring Award.

Dr. Junaid Yousuf, Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry, Department of Oncology's Excellence in Academic and Teaching Award.




IN THE SPOTLIGHT (05 )

First Investigator-Driven Clinical Trial

Principal Investigators: Dr. Caroline Hamm and Dr. Lisa Porter

When a community invests in research the impact can be big. A local Seeds4Hope grant from the Windsor Cancer Centre
Foundation supported a clinical trial that decreased relapse rates for patients with one of the most aggressive forms of breast
cancer. This collaboration between the Windsor Regional Hospital and the University of Windsor also found new proteins that
can drive relapse for this disease. The research was further supported with national funding from the Canadian Institutes of
Health Research to determine whether targeting these proteins can be a novel method of treatment that will further improve
survival for these patients. Translation of research from the lab to the clinic increases survival rates and brings hope to patients
with some of the most devastating forms of cancer. d
el

CIHR IRSC

Canadian Institutes of  Instituts de recherche
Health Research  en santé du Canada
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Seeds4 Hope TITLE: Novel Cell Cycle Regulation in the
Initiation and Therapeutic Intervention
A program of the )
=" OUTCOMES of Triple Negative Breast Cancer
$70 OOO * 90 local patients were treated with * Brought together a team of local
. the new protocol surgeons, pathologists, oncologists,

and University professors to tackle

TITLE: Correlation of Spy-1 Levels in * Decreased relapse rates for new treatment directions
Patients During a Phase Il Trial of patients with stage | and stage

Patients with Triple Negative Breast disease. e First study to initiate collection of
Cancer Receiving Dose Dense fresh patient tissues in Windsor

. ) . e Results identified potential drivers
Adriamycin/ Cyclophosphamide/ Taxol of relapse. «  One protein has emerged as a

in Combination with Carboplatin. potential new treatment direction

B 2010201 | 2013 S 2015 -2019 |




THINK TANK SERIES (07

Moving Ideas Forward

In 2017, WCRG continued its quarterly Cancer Research Think Tank series. The objective of the Think Tanks is to present and discuss
cancer research topics of interest and identify collaborative teams that can work together to bring these projects forward for funding.
This series has been a driving force behind the increase in cancer grant submissions and the growing collaborative research network.

Cancer Research Think Tanks

Participants

Disciplinary backgrounds represented

Institutions/organizations participating, including
hospitals, universities, colleges and industry




RESEARCHER SNAPDSHOT
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In 2017, snapd Windsor continued their commitment to the Cancer Researcher Snapdshot. Thanks to
their generous sponsorship, 4 more cancer researchers were introduced to our community. They share
information about their research, what motivates them to do cancer research and how they spend their
free time. The goal of this initiative is to raise awareness about the cancer research being done in
Windsor-Essex and stimulate new research collaborations. Thank you snapd Windsor for supporting this
community initiative!

MARCH
Dr. Ken Schneider

WCRG RESEARCHER SNAPDSHOT
Dr. Ken Schneider

B.Sc., MD., FRCPC

Chief, Department of Oncology,
Windsor Regional Hospital

Wihat s your research focus?

s a pracicing radation cocobgist resteg o brosd
‘spocium of canoees for 25 years,the emporance of

What do you do In your spare tims?

sporn tme’ out of your vocabudary
Howeses, iy, iends, pecsonal

What do you hope the impact of your work will be?
Cancer preventon wil reman cucd

Tobe a smll

part of that would rock!

\ w'm werg@uwindsor.ca
R,,e,c,, 519-996-6105
windsorcancerresearch.ca

MAY
Dr. John Trant

WCRG RESEARCHER SNAPDSHOT
John F. Trant
Ph.D.

What is your research focus?
My resesrch focuses on meking new, very stabie,

‘eaing prostate cancer and multiple sclerass,
Tell us something about you that might surprise us?

AUGUST

Ms. Krista Naccarato

W/CRG RESEARCHER SNAPDSHOT
Krista Naccarato
B.Sc., B.Ed, CCRP
Coordinator, Cancer Program Ciinical Triais
Windsor Regional Hospital
‘What Is your role in research in our
commanity?
Al of my work takes place at e Vindsor
Regional Hospital Cancer Program. | am

the Busiess Program Coordinator for

currently
the Ciinical Trials Department. The main partof
myjob s focused on ensuring fhat our

! e our Pracice.
5 p
When do you get your best research ideas?  enjoyed: | dd rat or
Julyof 2015
prevousty Vihat advice esearch
opmidered. o vestiste
about all e ‘sciencey’ what partof h e
mmmmumwmmm possbities They Research
290, Both cancer v g S 5
bctera, o i happens i B
But| also am really Wihat do you do In your spare time?
diseases, and anger y Hovalobavl o s | Ive
R been sky diving, scuba diving, and ran two Marathors.

\ W'm werg@uwindsor.ca
R,,,,c,, 519-996-6105
windsorcancerresearch.ca

\ 22":: werg@uwindsor.ca
ﬂ,,e,ch 519-996-6105

windsorcancerresearch.ca

NOVEMBER
Dr. Josée Jarry

WCRG RESEARCHER SNAPDSHOT
Josée L. Jarry
Ph.D., C.Psych.

Associats Professor, Department of
Psychology, University of Windsor

What is your resesrch focus?

1 sty the peychoiogical benebts of Ashaangs yoga
oot st 1 s 5 2 eyl sysien Pl gades cur

‘canduct m the workd It hs pcfouncly ranskemed mry
e, how | ekt 1 myse and 0 ofes. | svady how

Asbtarg yoga can hlp e
When do you get your best research ideas?
On e mat, " , and then
Fwant 1o i the answers!
What do you hope the impact of your wark will be?

od mysel .
bedore aon-chemeal
e n [
wih adfcton, et ¥
t prachies. oy
chmsty. 3l cur ebaniou s the powee 13 mosy oue chesmtry
What motivates you 1o do what you do?
Myweh 100 good” Weal I ogether
1 hope hat my wark can e

Ve merang

\ 22":: werg@uwindsor.ca
R,,emh 519-996-6105

windsorcancerresearch.ca



CLINICAL TRIALS

Clinical trials are an important part of any successful cancer research network. WCRG is fortunate to work in partnership with the
Clinical Trials Department at Windsor Regional Hospital to facilitate and improve connections, communications and collaborations
for our members. The Clinical Trials Business Coordinator, Krista Naccarato, provides financial tracking and budgeting
considerations for each trial. In 2017, she also oversaw the development of the Quality Assurance Process that has led to an
improvement in data quality as noted at site audits. Krista also serves on the WCRG Executive Committee.

Staff

The Clinical Trials Department at Windsor
Regional Hospital is comprised of 4 Study
Coordinators who recruit patients and conduct
local clinical trials, and 1 Business Coordinator
who directs daily outputs and manages the
administrative logistics, including study
contracts, budgets, training requirements and
study startup.

Open & Recruiting Clinical Trials

Clinical trials at Windsor Regional Hospital

Cancer Centre open and close throughout

the year. Of the 13 trials in 2017, two were
initiated by local clinical investigators.

Recruited Participants

Our local cancer patient recruitment rate
matches the national average of approximately
3%. WCRG is committed to support efforts
that increase the number of clinical trials
operating in Windsor-Essex and their
accessibility to our local cancer patient
population.



NUCLEUS (10

Network of Core Labs Enabling Solutions

Thanks to the support of Caesars Windsor and UWindsor Faculty of Science, Nucleus

provides a virtual inventory of cancer research facilities and equipment in Windsor- CA€SARS (V.Y University
Essex. As Nucleus grows, it will facilitate collaboration within our research community WINDSOR ofWindsor
and maximize efficiencies and use of valuable resources. Caesars supported the cares Faculty of Science

Nucleus Drug Development and Screening Platform with the purchase of a critical

piece of equipment.
Informs Our Community
\ * Promotes research capabilities

that we have in our community

* Provides direction regarding

BENEFITS

Elevates Research Impact

* Supports growth of multi-
disciplinary teams

e Accelerates access to
infrastructure

* Drives innovation

“a
S

infrastructure needs

Consolidates Resources Supports Education

e Builds efficiencies e Facilitates technical skills

* Prevents redundancy train.ing ‘
* Increases use of equipment * Provides access to a variety of
equipment

e Builds collaboration

windsorcancerresearch.com/campaigns/nucleus/



CANCER SMART COMMUNITY (11

An important goal for WCRG is to make cancer research more accessible to the public. In 2016, '
WCRG partnered with the Windsor Cancer Centre Foundation (WCCF) to establish an education

program “Cancer Smart” that translates and connects cancer research within our community. We
host a community newsletter, Facebook page, twitter, outreach events, educational workshops and
public seminars. This 3 year commitment from WCCF is helping WCRG extend it’s reach and become
an important resource for cancer research in our community.
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Community Newsletters circulated with
a readership of over 650 people

Community events WCRG participated in

Times WCRG was featured in the media. A few of

the top headlines:

* Research experience seeking to empower
children survivors of cancer

* False internet claims about cancer cure trouble
local oncologist

e Cancer symposium invites students to join the
fight

*  WCRG Think Tanks initiate unique research
relationships

@ Education tools developed




CURES TEAM

Cancer Undergraduate Research and Education Students

WCRG has 50 undergraduate student volunteers who are vital to our success. In 2017, volunteers played key roles in the
following initiatives: Science Rendezvous, Research Showcase, Cancer Researcher for a Day, Think Tank Series, WRH Cancer
Education Days, Faculty of Science PASS program, Brain Tumour Foundation of Canada Windsor Walk, Halloween Open House,

and Let’s Talk Cancer.

Public Health Advocates

WCRG volunteers develop public
education tools, answer questions at
events and workshop, and promote
awareness of local cancer research
projects and resources.

Effective Communicators

WCRG volunteers convey information
about WCRG, cancer research and
treatment initiatives in Windsor-Essex to
the publicin a clear and enthusiastic
manner. They are approachable and
target information to the needs of the
audience.

Professional

WCRG volunteers have the opportunity
to interact with researchers, peers and
the public, which assists them in their
own professional development.



TESTIMONIALS

“Since | began at the University of Windsor in 2016,
the WCRG has been a formidable ally and a great
source of support. Being from outside the Windsor-
Essex area, my network was very limited. Through
various networking events and think tanks
organized by the WCRG, and by the tremendous
support from the members, | was able to meet and
connect with partners, at the clinical and academic
levels. Those new connections allowed solid
partnerships to develop, resulting in innovative
collaborative research, and with the ultimate
objective achieve important impacts for patients.”

Simon Rondeau-Gagne, PhD

Assistant Professor, University of Windsor

When | received my cancer diagnosis, | was flooded
with emotions - disbelief, confusion, anger and
mainly fear. Fear of the unknown and the fear of
‘what if treatment doesn’t work’? Being offered a
place in a clinical trial solidified a feeling of ‘hope’! It
can make all the difference in the struggle to help
yourself get through treatment and hopefully will
help someone else down the road. I'm so very
thankful for the opportunity and the incredible work
being done in our community.

Diane Marley
WCRG Advisory Member, Cancer Survivor

“WCRG has allowed me the opportunity to raise
awareness about cancer prevention and treatments
and work alongside a great team. This experience is
rewarding and life-changing. To be able to work with
faculty, students and the healthcare community to
promote the importance of research is remarkable.
Thank you WCRG for your outstanding work and
support!”

Anthony Pisciuneri

Undergraduate Student, Biological Sciences
CURES Lead Volunteer

“Think about a better future by promoting new
ideas.....or about your present lives where advances
in cancer have been attained. Think about those
around us who have achieved a cure or improved
quality of life through better medical therapies.
Now...... think of a world without cancer research.
Our lives would not be the same. The WCRG has
made remarkable strides right here in our home
community where researchers share ideas and
collaborate to bring the highest quality research to
its ultimate goal..understanding the nature of
cancer and improving outcomes in the treatment of
this disease.”

Ken Schneider, MD

Radiation Oncologist, Windsor Regional Hospital



THE HEART OF RESEARCH

Cancer Researcher for a Day launched in November 2017 and invites child cancer survivors and their siblings to participate in a
hands-on research experience in laboratories across the University of Windsor campus, followed by a clinical trials “rotation” at
Windsor Regional Hospital Cancer Centre. This initiative uses research as a tool to empower children/youth and their families
through their cancer journey and encourage them to be informed research ambassadors. Research is often the main component
behind a cancer patient’s hope, and it is because of research that treatments and outcomes have improved. The impact of the
program is not one-sided. Paediatric survivors inspire our researchers, and their innovative ideas and honest feedback informs
the future — patients ARE the heart of research.

“| have a better understanding of the need for
continuous funding that is required for research,
as many variations of the same test are needed to
find a favourable outcome.”

Dereck Lau

“As a sibling and daughter of cancer survivors, it
was cool to see all the effort and dedication that is
put into saving people’s lives.

Morgyn Lau




THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS (15

Today, cancer patients live longer because of advancements stemming from research. WCRG is excited to build and strengthen
our current local cancer research program to better serve the patients of the Lake Erie-St. Clair region. The devotion, energy and

enthusiasm of our members, our volunteers and all those in the community that have supported us is key to our continued
growth and our ability to make a difference in the fight against cancer.

Thank you, we couldn’t do it without you!

WINDSOR
Z-) - REGIONAL
©"3— HOSPITAL

OUTSTANDING CARE—-NO EXCEPTIONS!

University
of Windsor

Y Personal Donors

Heather Metcalfe
'A'b WINDSOR

> " Marilyn Ursulak AN( : I j
S na pd Donors who wish to remain anonymous e

cextrefoundation






“Without research,
hope is just a word.”

Dr. Michael Dufresne

WCRG Ambassador of Hope, former
cancer researcher & Seeds4Hope
Program Administrator

401 Sunset Ave.

f windsorcancerresearchgroup

@WindsorCRG

Essex Hall 148, Windsor, ON |

www.windsorcancerresearch.com

519.996.6105 |

wcrg@uwindsor.ca



